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F 
rom the Chair 

Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb    Issue 120 June 2022 

A number of factors combined to determine the 

length of my piece for this edition: being told 

that I write too much; the usual plea for brevity from the 

Editor; Simon Stirling’s excellent contribution which 

covers just about everything that I wanted to include. It’s 

tempting to resort to that maligned political device and 

simply say, ‘I agree with Simon’ but I won’t be allowed to 

get away with that. 

The first thing then is to remind everyone about the 

activities over the Jubilee weekend. Tickets are still 

available from Moor Pool News and Wine for the Moor 

Pool Jubilee party on the 4th June. The event starts at 

2:30pm and professional entertainment to suit all tastes 

and ages will be provided. Bring your own picnic. It 

promises to be a lot of fun. 

On Sunday 5th at 10:30am there will be a celebration in 

the Nettlefold Garden which will include the annual Moor 

Pool in Bloom plant sale and the naming of the Jubilee 

Oak. I look forward to hearing the result of this because I 

think it’s true to say that most named oaks have to wait 

hundreds of years before receiving this honour. 

The Margaret Grove foxes continue to provide 

entertainment and interest. The former mangy fox is now 

looking much better and together with several others is a 

daily visitor. A practice that I’d not seen before was the 

collection of food and then the immediate burying of it at 

the top of the garden. On another occasion my neighbour 

observed what appeared to be male courtesy when a dog 

fox stood by and allowed a vixen to have first choice of 

the food on offer. 

The ability of birds to adapt often astonishes, and another 

new one for me was the device to soften dry bread, first 

used by crows, and then copied by magpies. I inherited 

what I am told is called a nailmaker’s ‘bosh’ which must 

have been used by one of the many workers in Harborne. 

It’s a large bowl shaped cast-iron water container now 

used by thirsty birds and more recently by corvids to dunk 

their food. If anyone has any information about the use of 

the ‘bosh’, please let me know. I understood that it was 

used to cool the red-hot nails. 

On more general issues I need again to remind everyone 

that dropped kerbs and the consequent loss of garden 

space, to allow vehicular access do not meet the 

requirements of the City Council’s Moor Pool Estate 

Character and Appraisal Plan which was created to ensure 

to ensure the protection and preservation of this beautiful 

 

and historic Estate. A reminder too about the need to keep 

hedges trimmed, particularly those which border 

footpaths. 

A warning next about the activities of car thieves in the 

last couple of weeks. A determined but unsuccessful 

attempt was made to steal a motorhome and a number of 

vehicles on the Estate and surrounding roads have been 

stolen or broken into. 

Almost finally, a big Thank You to Becky Chester who 

came recently with her young son to tidy, clean and paint 

the bench overlooking the pool in memory of her father 

Mike Chester. 

Finally, and despite repeating an item that you will find is 

covered by Simon, I can get in first to say something 

about the Weeping Willow tree on the corner of Moor 

Pool Avenue and Margaret Grove. The transformation 

from what looked like a poor attempt at land art a few 

weeks ago, is amazing. In due course we hope to restore 

the provision of a bench under the tree, from where, as 

countless others have done over the years, the weary can 

continue to watch the activities of the world as it goes by. 

As always, I can be contacted on 0121 426 2134 or at 

johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk. Another way to raise 

concerns or ask questions is at the regular coffee mornings 

which are held on the last Saturday of every month. There 

will always be a Committee member present with whom 

and if necessary, a quiet word can be arranged. 

Have a great Summer 

John 

Editor’s note: Please be aware of nesting birds when trimming 
hedges at this time of the year. 
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Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten 

by the dog, you want an extra copy or 

live off the estate, then the current issue 

can be downloaded from 

www.duck.moorpool.com. 

Past issues are also available from 

www.moorpool.com.  

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

30th July 2022 August 2022 

24th September 2022 October 2022 

26th November 2022 December 2022 

28th January 2023 February 2023 

25th March 2023 April 2023 

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to 
duck@moorpool.com before the closing date. 

MOORPOOL NEWS & WINE 

 

Please support your local shop 

Are you a member of the 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust? 

It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute 

to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the 

estate for over three years you can download further 

details and a joining form from:  

http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf  

Forthcoming Events 

Coffee Mornings 
(except December) 

Last Saturday of the month, 
10:30-12:00 

Heritage Trust AGM Saturday, 28th May 

Jubilee Picnic at the Hall Saturday, 4th June 

Nettlefold Jubilee Oak Sunday, 5h June 

Tea Dance Tuesday, 28th June 

History Talk: Evie Nettlefold Tuesday, 5th July 

Moor Pool Decathlon Sunday, 31st July 

History Talk: Police Museum Tuesday, 2nd August 

Circle Cinema Sunday, September 4th 

Heritage Festival Sunday, 11th September 

Fungi Walk Friday, 16th September 

Circle Cinema Sunday, October 16th 

History Talk: Glass Museum Tuesday,  25th October 

History Talk : Bricks Tuesday,  22nd November 

Residents’ Association AGM Saturday, 28th January 2023 

Sunday, September 4th  

Sunday, October 16th  

info@circlecinema.co.uk  www.circlecinema.co.uk 

We’ll b
e Back! 

Lego Amnesty! 

Do you have unused Lego or 

Duplo gathering dust at the 

back of a cupboard or in your 

attic? If so we would welcome 

a donation to the Trust to 

support our free Lego Workshops. (see page 10) 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.duck.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf
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Moor Pool Jubilee Party 

Saturday June 4th 2022  Moor Pool Hall 

Box of Tricks Magician, Face Painting 

Beatles song book sung by 
‘The Two Of Us’ 

2.30 to 5.00pm 

Everyone Welcome 

Bring Your Own Picnic Tea 

 

Tickets now on sale at Moor Pool News 

Organised by Moor Pool Residents Association 

Entry by Advance Ticket  £1 per head  

http://www.moorpool.com
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Circle Cinema 

With our projection equipment 

sitting in forced hibernation for 

over two years it seemed 

prudent to check all was in 

working order rather than face 

humiliation at relaunch. 

With visions of a split, fungus 

riddled screen and exploding projectors, it was with some 

trepidation that our valiant band of volunteers gathered 

one damp April evening, but our fears were unfounded 

and all was well. Jim even took some photos which have 

been posted on our Facebook page. 

So, with the usual covid caveat, we are now planning our 

relaunch in the autumn after the distractions of holidays, 

Jubilees, Commonwealth games and the like. Dates for 

your diary are September 4th and October 16th. Films yet 

to be decided. 

As always, we will keep everyone updated through our 

web site, social media, mailing lists and, of course, this 

publication. If you are not already on our mailing list and 

would like to be, please contact us through the link below.  

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Club & Society News 

Moorpool Skittles Club 

Our Monday night sessions 

continue and how lovely it has 

been to get back to playing 

skittles. For the moment we are 

playing one session a week - 

Monday from 7.30. We have 

officially started our Summer 

Season, but in reality we have 

continued to meet as before - 

enjoying a light-hearted and informal evening reliving 

‘skittles as of old!’ In ‘normal’ times pre-pandemic we 

played three hands on the flat alley followed by a coffee 

break then three hands on the round alley - as yet we are 

playing straight through without a break but again it is 

hoped that we can resume that before too long. We remain 

cautious owing to the alley being a small space with 

limited ventilation. We are a small but friendly club, 

sessions for now do have some measures associated with 

keeping everyone safe due to Covid but that doesn't stop 

the fun and enjoyment. We would love to welcome 

visitors or new members - over 16 years only due to 

insurance. As we are a small band of players there are 

times when we have to cancel at short notice so if you 

would like to come along it would be good to contact first. 

Entrance to the alley is via the Lower Hall, we hope to see 

you soon. For more information Tina - 

tsuzanne444@gmail.com 

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club 

Harborne Tenants Snooker 

Club, one of Harborne’s best 

kept secrets, has re-opened. 

Great News, the’ 6*REDS SNOOKER HANDICAP 

SERIES 2022/2023’ starts again this September. Look out 

the marvellous prizes. The friendly Mix-In, is now a 

regular fixture, every Wednesday 1-4pm, just turn up and 

play. Although these are only for members, joining 

couldn’t be easier. 

Membership runs from 1st April 2022 for the 2022-2023 

session, so please contact us if you are interested in 

joining.  

Please contact either  Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or 

Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200. 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group 

Have you killed any insects lately? I 

confess I have recently resorted to 

spraying aphids with a solution of 

washing-up liquid - because I’m 

growing plants for a special purpose. 

Washing-up liquid works by blocking 

the insects’ spiracles, the holes they 

breathe through, and they suffocate. 

Oh, and to protect the same plants 

I’ve also tried using nematodes against slugs. Nematodes 

are supplied by post. Dilute the mixture and water it onto 

the ground and suddenly there are no more slugs eating 

the roots of your plants. Job done. Nematodes are 

microscopic worms that invade the slugs’ bodies, 

infecting them with bacteria that kill them. But we can’t 

see what’s happening, just the outcome that we desire. It’s 

one of the ethical dilemmas in gardening. We try to 

reduce the amount of chemicals we use because we know 

they are bad for the environment so we try a ‘natural’ 

alternative, like nematodes. Biological weapons are better 

than chemical weapons in our war on garden pests, aren’t 

they? Worries about what weapons Putin might use next 

in his war on Ukraine make me question what I use in my 

garden pest war. And indeed, why it should be a war at 

all. Can’t I garden differently and stop all the killing?  

The ‘special purpose’ that I’m growing plants for? I’m 

doing a ‘Beautiful Border’ at Gardeners World Live at the 

NEC, 16th - 19th June. At a horticulture show, the aim is 

that every plant on display should be perfect. The show 

theme this year is Wildlife.  And yet, paradoxically, insect 

damage is not permitted. If you come to the show, do 

come along to the Crinkle-crankle Dead-hedge Border and 

have a chat! 

Cathy Perry, Wildlife Group 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.circlecinema.co.uk
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Club & Society News 

Moorpool Tennis Club 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG AT 

MOORPOOL TENNIS CLUB! 

The tennis season is well underway. 

British men and women have had 

success in both singles and doubles 

around the world. The French Open is now underway and 

the red European clay draws huge crowds. At 

MOORPOOL TENNIS CLUB, we've had resurfacing 

work done to both our red shale courts, and new net posts 

have been fitted. Social Tennis on Tuesdays, Fridays and 

Sundays is well-attended, and we’re delighted to welcome 

new members. 

We have two fantastic new coaches – Tom Barton and 

Sophie Richardson.  Sadly, Will Hale our Head Coach of 

the past 3 years has moved to Australia. Will brought 

great energy and drive to our 110 year-old Club and he 

will be sorely missed. We wish him and his fiancée all the 

best Down Under. Tom and Sophie ran fun tennis 

sessions on our recent “Give Tennis A Go" Open Day. 

Look out for coaching classes, open sessions, or get in 

touch to find out more about us. 

We welcome all ages and all abilities. Our aim is to help 

this great sport of tennis grow and thrive within the Moor 

Pool Community. So, go on! Give Tennis A Go!”  

Moor Pool Reading Group 

If you enjoy reading fiction and 

discussing books with others, then we 

welcome new members to our Reading 

Group, held bimonthly in the Lower 

Hall.  Contact details are below. 

At the April Meeting we discussed Where 

the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens.  The story follows 

two timelines, firstly describing the life and adventures of 

a young girl named Kya as she grows up isolated in the 

marsh of North Carolina from 1952 to 1969.  The second 

follows an investigation into the apparent murder of Chase 

Andrews, a local celebrity of Barkley Cove, a fictional 

coastal town of North Carolina.   

The book was enjoyed by the majority of members 

although others did not feel it was that well written and 

that Delia Owens should stick to writing non-fiction 

memoirs of her time studying animals in Africa.    

Our next meeting is Thursday 30th June in the Moor Pool 

Lower Hall, The Circle.  We meet from 7.30pm to 8.30pm 

and will be discussing Such a Fun Age by Kiley 

Reid.  You are welcome to join us.  For further 

information please contact Gillian Morgan – 

gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk 

Moor Pool Residents’ 

Association Subscriptions 

If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at 

coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage 

you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is 

not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box. 

The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for 

the printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the 

Easter and Christmas activities. 

If you have not done so already, please consider joining. 

There’s a form on the back page with details. 

http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk
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Answers to June Crossword 

Nettlefold Notes 

There was a crow's nest in the garden – but it was taken 

over by magpies. They are still nesting there – in one of 

the birch trees on the right, facing south, by the gate to the 

culvert area. 

Our meadow area has begun to be more 'natural' – and in 

the woodland area primroses and other primulas have 

been naturalising themselves very happily! Also flowering 

at the moment are stichwort; speedwell; violet; herb 

robert; wood avens; dead nettle; St. John's wort; sweet 

rocket; lady's bedstraw (sweet woodruff); English 

bluebells; Queen Anne's lace (cow parsley); wild garlic; 

green alcanet; cuckoo pint; red campion; yarrow; goose 

grass; meadow pea; camassia; garlic mustard; comfrey 

(various|) also flowering soon are thistles (various) and 

foxgloves, poppy – this is probably not a complete list!  

Our oak tree is now in leaf and looking good. The 

volunteers are making sure everything is (near) perfect for 

our big event on June 5th (from 11.00 – see posters). If 

you wish to buy from the Moorpool in Bloom display, 

please bring cash (remember that?!) Other entertainments 

are planned (!) 

The latest addition to our gardening team is Ava Rose 

Marlow (born 18th May). Congratulations to Sarah and 

family. 

__________________________________ 

Many 'natural' ways of reducing the number of slugs in 

the garden are now coming back into favour – (rather than 

using kill-all concoctions). New Scientist mentioned a 

ploy which might be worth passing on – make some 

dough (using yeast) - but don't cook it. Make small balls 

and place them in the garden near slug-loved' plants. The 

slugs love them – but – one snag - how to dispose of the 

slugs! 

Big Garden Bird Watch started 40 years ago! This year 

– Sparrow is top – despite being on the UK red list for 

birds. Blue Tit; Starling are next; Wood pigeon – up 1; 

Blackbird down 1; Robin; Goldfinch up 1; Great tit – 

down 1; Magpie; Chaffinch up 1;/Great Tit – down 1; see 

rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch 

There's nothing like a puddle!! - Archaeologists 

working in the New Mexico desert have found the 20,000 

year-old footprints of children (not older than 6) who had 

been jumping in the puddles made by the footprints of 

giant sloths. - New Scientist 

Today, children in the UK spend an average of just four 

hours a week outside – half that of their parents at the 

same age. In 2019 the Landscapes review found that just 6

-7% of children in England had been on a school trip to 

the countryside, while 18% of children in the most 

Sudoku Solutions 

deprived areas never visited the natural world at all.  In 

spite of the view that lockdowns improved outdoor 

access, 60% of children are now spending less time 

outside than they did...   Source: - Big Issue (Earthday 

Special) 18/4/22 

Across: 1) Dime; 3) Mentions; 9) Enter; 10) Deepest; 11) Mar; 13) Lawn-mower; 14) Flinch; 16) Ascend; 18) Offensive; 20) Mob; 22) Earnest; 23) 
Crate; 25) Yielding; 26) Weak; 

Down: 1) Dream; 2) Mat; 4) Endows; 5) Thermos; 6) Overwhelm; 7) Sutured; 8) Oral; 12) Reinforce; 14) Flowery; 15) Contend; 17) Listen; 19) Each; 
21) Bleak; 24) Ale 

For the first time since 1947, the men’s suit has been 
removed from the basket of goods used to calculate the 
annual rate of inflation. Coal and doughnuts will also no 
longer be tracked. New entries to the basket this year 
include sports bras, antibacterial wipes, meat free 
sausages, and dog and cat collars.  

Octopuses prefer HDTV to ordinary television. 

‘Pottering’ helps your heart. Experts have found that 
spending four hours a day “up and about” on “pottering” 
activities such as cooking, washing up, gardening and 
showering can reduce your risk of heart disease. The 
study, undertaken by researchers at the University of 
California, San Diego, found that “all movement counts” 
towards preventing heart disease.  

http://www.moorpool.com
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust  

Welcome everyone to what I’m 

sure will be a fantastic summer on 

Moor Pool.  We at Moor Pool 

Trust will be playing our full role 

with various celebratory events 

and occasions.  And I’m sure the 

weather won’t let is down! 

Royal Jubilees are a moment for 

celebration and reflection.  I recall 

at the age of 12 getting a commemorative bookmark at 

school for the Silver Jubilee.  There are those delightful old 

photographs on the MRA website showing the Moor Pool 

festivities back in 1977.  The hairstyles and attire may be 

different but there can be no mistaking the landmarks and 

the sense of community pride and enthusiasm on people’s 

faces.  

The 2012 Diamond Jubilee celebrations tell the same story.   

Tempus fugit and we’re now on the cusp of an unheralded 

Platinum Jubilee.  The intervening 10 years have been as 

momentous as any in the history of Moor Pool!  These 10 

years have seen most of our much-loved community assets 

– the two Moor Pool Halls, the sporting clubs, the pool, 

allotments and the majority of the green spaces – returned 

to full community ownership under Moor Pool Heritage 

Trust.  This could only have been an apple in the eye of 

Rob Sutton and his devoted band of adherents at the time, 

and to them we all owe a debt of gratitude for their 

inspiration and hard work.   

And since then we’ve been proud to maintain and advance 

the facilities further though new kitchens, garages and the 

development of our outdoor spaces such as at the Carless 

Ecology Centre, the Orchard and most spectacularly the 

Nettlefold Garden.   

No time though for complacency and onwards further with 

our present projects such as the Hall washrooms, disabled 

ramp and works around the Moor Pool.  Hopefully, not 10 

years to wait till these come to fruition…… 

So please get behind the Moor Pool events over the course 

of the long bank holiday weekend to mark the Jubilee 

including: 

 The MRA Jubilee picnic in the Hall at 2:30pm on 

Saturday June 4th.  Bring your own picnic.  There will 

be professional entertainment and music.   

 Nettlefold Garden’s celebration on Sunday 5th June at 

10.30am, including the inauguration and naming of the 

Jubilee oak and the annual Moor Pool in Bloom plant 

and tree sale, plus other family entertainment and 

refreshments.   

A big thanks to all of the MRA, Nettlefold Garden and 

MPHT volunteers in laying these events on.  Let’s hope 

our Jubilee photograph collection is enhanced further. 

Years ending with a ‘2’ must lead to celebrations.  2012 

saw the Diamond Jubilee and also the London Olympics.  

This year we have the Commonwealth Games held of 

course here in Birmingham.  We are doing our little bit to 

get into the spirit of the games through two events held here 

at Moor Pool where we have been supported by grant 

funders. 

 ‘Moor Pool presents Keep Dancing’ - a tea dance on 

June 28th at 2pm in conjunction with Xpress-Yourself 

Dancing, who have been longstanding hirers of the 

Hall.  This is part of and is generously funded by the 

Creative City Bringing Communities Together 

programme of the Commonwealth Games.  Look out 

for further details shortly. 

 The ‘Moor Pool Decathlon’ on Sunday 31st July from 

12pm to 3pm.  Come and try out the various sporting 

facilities that Moor Pool has to offer.  Get your Moor 

Pool Decathlon passport stamped at each site – or just 

choose from tennis through to Little Kickers football or 

to yoga.  This has been generously funded by 

Birmingham City Council’s Celebrating Communities 

Fund.   

A big thanks to Barbara Nomikos for putting these 

together.  We look forward to seeing as many people as 

possible at these events.  Get stuck in. 

On a more sombre note, we’d like to extend a public thanks 

to all of those who donated ‘in memoriam’ for Betty Wright 

who sadly passed away in February this year.  These 

donations will help us continue the work of the Trust and 

will go to our renovation projects in the Hall.  Thank you to 

Steve for thinking of this and our every best wish. 

Not much room for other things.  But two things of note: 

 Louise Deakin laid on some very popular activities over 

the Easter break – most notably the carrot trail and the 

opening day at the Carless Ecology Centre.  Look out 

for further half term and summer holiday activities for 

all.  

 The return of our heritage talks after the two year lay-

off.  Please support these, they are very good. 

Lastly, I made mention of the Margaret Gove & Moor Pool 

Avenue weeping willow and its pollarding last month.  The 

tree surgeon was spot on – it is now sprouting again and 

will hopefully be back to full order by the end of the year. 

I, my fellow Trustees and Barbara Nomikos are always 

delighted to answer questions or look at suggestions.  Do 

get in touch – I’m on simon56.stirling@gmail.com or 

07757 790539. 

Wishing everyone a lovely Jubilee bank 

holiday weekend and summer. 

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust 

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 

http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:simon56.stirling@gmail.com
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Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree 

surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge 

trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating 

ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 

07928 677594 

or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available 

for your peace of mind. 

History Corner 

Carless Avenue 

and the Royal Oak 

Prompted by the loan of the 

booklet ‘An Account of 

Harborne’ written by the late 

Donald Wright, the history of 

the name Carless Avenue 

follows. Mary Carless (1758-

1838) became known as ‘The 

Lady of the Village’. She was 

the daughter of Thomas Pratchett of Bilston and married 

William Carless in 1779 in the parish of Harborne. Mary 

had 3 daughters. The eldest, Elizabeth, born in 1784, 

married the famous politician and reformer Thomas 

Attwood in 1806. The second, Mary Ann was married to 

John Freeman of Pedmore Hall near Stourbridge in 1809 

and became in 1823 the mother of Edward Augustus 

Freeman, the celebrated 19th century historian. The third 

daughter Sarah died unmarried in 1822.  

Her description ‘the Lady’ of the Village’ owed much to 

her benevolence and charity. She died at The Grove (in 

Harborne Park Road) and was buried at Edgbaston near 

the west corner of the church with her husband who had 

died over 50 years before in 1787. Mary’s husband, 

William Carless, had noble ancestry, descending from 

Colonel William Carless (or Carlos the Spanish word for 

Charles, a name the King bestowed on him as a mark of 

gratitude) having assisted the future Charles II as he hid 

from his enemies in the branches of the Royal Oak after 

the Battle of Worcester, 1651, the last of the English Civil 

War. The family have a coat-of-arms given to them. 

"Renowned Carlos! thow hast won the day 

(Loyalty Lost) by helping Charles away, 

From Kings-Blood-Thirsty-Rebels in a Night, 

made black with Rage, of theives, & Hells dispight 

Live! King-Loved-Sowle thy fame be Euer Spoke 

By all whilst England Beares a Royall Oake" 

Moor Pool History & Preservation Society 

www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk 

A big thank you to Norma Mason, Maureen Mauser and all 
who planted so many bulbs to make the wonderful display 
of daffodils in the spinney. 

All your hard work is much appreciated and combined with 
the new paving  makes walking down Carless Avenue a 
delight. 

Gillian and Geoffrey Whittaker 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Update on Hall Activities from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager 

Summer is on its way! And as you will see there is lots 

going on at the hall and historically this has always been a 

busy time of year at Moor Pool with various celebrations 

and festivities. 

Events: (Louise will give details on talks and informal 

learning activities going on.) 

Tea Dance as part of Birmingham 2022 Creative Cities 

Celebrating the best the region has to offer we are very 

much looking forward to working with Xpress-Yourself 

Keep Dancing as part of Birmingham 2022 Creative 

City . Keep Dancing are working towards  a tea dance 

performance which will take place at Moor Pool Hall on 

Tuesday 28th June 14.00 – get your tickets at www.xpress

-yourself.co.uk/classes ! 

Moor Pool Decathlon  as part of Birmingham 

Commonwealth Celebrating Communities 

We are celebrating the Commonwealth Games coming to 

Birmingham with our own FREE event on Sunday 31st 

July 12.00-15.00 – come along and join Little Kickers 

football (for under 8’s)  in the Main Hall, and have a go 

bowls, snooker, tennis and more. Meanwhile in the Lower 

Hall there will be refreshments,  table tennis and crafts 

such as making a racket, bunting or baton! Get a stamp in 

your passport for every activity, finally winding down with 

some yoga in the Main Hall at 14.00pm. Keep a look out 

on social media for further updates. 

Moor Pool Heritage Festival  

Save the Date for the annual Moor Pool Heritage Festival 

on Sunday 11th September ! This will be the 13th Moor 

Pool Heritage Festival celebrated as part of Birmingham 

Heritage Week and the nationwide Heritage Open Days 

to celebrate Moor Pool’s heritage and community, an 

opportunity to find out about Moor Pool’s clubs, activities, 

heritage and green spaces and enjoy demos and music from 

our regular groups. This is a lovely annual event, please 

get in touch if you fancy volunteering or save the date and 

come and enjoy! 

This month in history…This was a busy month of 

celebrations at Moor Pool in years gone by!  

On 7th June 1977 Moor Pool celebrated the Queen’s Silver 

Jubilee with various activities including children’s tea 

party, a dance and supper and lots of cake at Moor Pool 

Hall and a fancy dress parade that many on the Estate may 

still remember. 

66 years earlier on 24th June 1911 Moor Pool celebrated 

the Coronation of George V (to Mary of Teck on 22nd 

June) with a festival held at the Circle (then a village green 

but now the Circle tennis club). It was a very wet day by 

the sound of it as a local newspaper reported that ‘the rain 

succeeded in driving players and spectators alike to seek 

shelter.’ The children’s festival was followed by an 

evening concert. 

Hopefully the events in the coming weeks to celebrate the 

Platinum Jubilee and Commonwealth Games in 

Birmingham are ones to be fondly remembered by future 

generations! 

Hall use 

The slots for regular classes in the Main Hall are almost 

full with only Wednesday evenings vacant. 

In May we welcomed Ajna Breath: Breathing 

Meditation Class on Mondays 18.00-19.00  - perfect for 

the end of a busy day -breathing helps wellbeing , reduces 

stress, and develops mindful relaxation.  

We also welcome new Legs, Bums and Tums class, if 

you want to tone up these areas and no jumping involved - 

suitable for all fitness levels on Wednesdays 18.00-19.00 

(further information below.) 

ADULT CLASSES:  

****NEW**** Ajna Breath Meditation yoga (Monday 

18.00) contact ameet@ajnabreath.com or 07764778772 

Pilates: (Monday 13.30 & Wednesday 15.30) contact 

Nicola www.nt-pt.co.uk 07935927685 

Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday & Wednesday) Contact 

Jen on 07486 511146 

Rifle Club (Monday and Wednesday evening) 

****NEW**** Legs, Bums and Tums (Wednesday 

18.00) contact www.debsvirtualclasses.com/book-online  

Yoga: (Monday 19.30pm ) Contact Amy on 07554 654 

007 www.myyoga.tips 

Harborne Village Women’s Institute: (2nd Tuesday of 

the month) 

Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal 

fitness (Wednesday) Contact Kerry  

www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk  

Yoga: (Thursday 19.30) Contact Abi on 07866481954 

abi@yogahart.co.uk  

Keep Dancing (Tuesday 13.30) over 50’s dance contact 

Faye www.xpress-yourself.co.uk  

Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday 14.00) contact Shirley 

07530244417 

Capoeira (Saturday 10am ) Brazilian dance contact 

Mathew at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk 

CHILDREN’S CLASSES: 

Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing 

(Monday & Tuesday) https:/bilinguasing.com/

birmingham_south  

Little Kickers: Football for under 7 years olds. Toddler 

sessions (Tuesday am ) Pre-school and after-school 

sessions (Tuesday pm) Call 07545236917 

email: westmidlands@littlekickers.co.uk 

Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday) https://

www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/ 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Education Update from Louise Deakin, Education, Engagement and Outdoors Officer 

Thanks to everyone who took part in Easter activities. The 

carrot trail was very popular as was the Carless Eco Centre 

Open Day, where we painted plant pots and sowed 

sunflower seeds. The sunflowers have sprouted – so look 

out on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for growing 

updates. Thank you also to everyone who donated seeds.  

The Eco Centre has a greenhouse, cabin, and raised beds, 

and is now open every Monday 2-3.30pm (the same time 

the Community Allotment group meet) for seed planting. 

If you’re around at these times please pop in. I have 

contacted local organisations and groups about coming to 

the Eco Centre for planting and activity. If you know of 

any groups who would benefit from spending time in this 

lovely space, please email Louise 

education@moorpoolhall.com or ring 0121 426 2908 

We also had a Lego Workshop during Easter, which we’ll 

be repeating in the summer holidays. We had such a 

fantastic turnout that we ran out of Lego! To continue to 

offer these free workshops to the community, we need 

more Lego! So this is a Lego and Duplo amnesty - if you 

have any that your child or grandchild no longer plays 

with, please donate by dropping into the Hall Office for 

the attention of Louise. Thank you to those who have 

donated so far.  

We have some events coming up in the next few 

months, including a summer activity programme – 

we’ll share more about this in the next Duck.  

Lego Workshop  

Monday 30th May, 10.30-12.30, free  

Have fun building and getting creative with Lego and 

Duplo! Suitable for ages 1 to 99. The workshop is free to 

attend and tea and coffee will be available to purchase. No 

need to pre-book, just drop-in.  

Dementia Friends Information Session 

Saturday 25th June, 12-1pm, FREE 

A Dementia Friends Information Session is a fun, 

interactive way to learn a little about dementia and how it 

can affect people's lives. The session will be led by 

volunteer Dementia Friends Champion, Rosie. It will last 

45-60 minutes and covers five key messages that everyone 

should know about dementia, through activities and 

discussion. It is free to attend – all welcome! This event 

takes place after Coffee Morning (10.30-12 in the Main 

Hall). 

History Talk: Evie Nettlefold 

Tuesday 5th July, 6.30-8pm, £3 

Join Winterbourne’s Collections Officer, Henritta 

Lockheart for an illustrated talk on Evelyn Nettlefold. The 

second child of John and Margaret Nettlefold, Evie led an 

interesting life - following her father into public service 

and protected his legacy with her chairmanship of 

Harborne Tenants Ltd. with responsibility for the 

Moorpool Estate. Tickets are £3 and on sale at The Circle 

Shop. Tea and coffee will be available to purchase from 

6.30pm, talk 7-8pm. 

Tour of Moor Pool Estate 

Saturday 9th July, 10am-12pm, £5 (public tour tickets via 

website) 

Step back in time and experience this unique hidden gem. 

The walk around the enchanting estate will include the 

scenic Moor Pool itself, the Orchard, intriguing hidden 

pathways, the bowling green, and outstanding examples 

of Arts and Crafts architecture as well as a chance to see 

the original historic skittle alley hidden below the Main 

Hall. 

Volunteer Roles 

Would you like to make a difference to your local 

community and historic setting of Moor Pool 

Conservation Area? We are looking for new volunteers 

to help with school sessions and activities in the Eco 

Centre. 

Education Support Assistant 

Would you like to volunteer to support the education 

sessions at Moor Pool? We are looking for people with 

a passion for the history of the estate, have experience 

of working with children or enjoy engaging people and 

helping to deliver activities. The role includes leading 

or assisting with school tours of the estate and helping 

with education activities both indoor and outdoor.  

Carless Eco Centre Activity Assistant 

Are you creative and imaginative and want to be part of a 

new volunteer team? Can you work on your own 

initiative, but also enjoy group work? We are looking for 

volunteers to grow and cultivate plants, and/or deliver and 

develop craft activities for children and adults. 

Please contact Louise at education@moorpoolhall.com to 

find out more about these roles.  

Update on Hall Activities (cont) 

One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday after school ) 5-

14 year old performing arts please 

email hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562 

Baby Ballet: (Thursday am) www.babyballet.co.uk   

Rhythm-Time (Friday): Music classes for babies to pre-

schoolers 0121 447 7632 www.rhythmtime.net 

Mezzo Dance: commercial and ballet classes for children 

and young adults. (Friday after school) https://

www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/ 

Moor Pool Toddler Group Stay and Play (Friday 10.00-

11.30) drop in £3.00 

Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)  

manager@moorpoolhall.com  

Hall Office: 0121 426 2908  

www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk 
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

http://www.moorpool.com
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June 

C R O S S W O R D  

by  Artemonas 

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association  
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

Name   

Address   

Postcode Phone  

 e-mail  

The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to 
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form 
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account 
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.  

Reference if paying by 
electronic transfer: 

Across: 

1) Coin found in sediment (4) 

3) Alludes to in Monet's composition (8) 

9) Go in for some entertainment (5) 

10) Lowest form of river vermin (7) 

11) Spoil Mary and Robin first (3) 

13) Lawmen row round grass cutter (4-5) 

14) Bird round lake with recoil (6) 

16) Go up for various dances? (6) 

18) Leaving is even wrong and rude (9) 

20) The crowd are initially men of breeding (3) 

22) Nearest trouble can be serious (7) 

23) Cater badly for boxing (5) 

25) It’s not hard arranging dig in Ely (8) 

26) Ineffectual for seven days we hear (4) 

Down: 

1) Armed chaos usual during the night (5) 

2) Endlessly dull floor covering (3)  

4) It snowed strange funds (6) 

5) Mother's broken the flask (7) 

6) Swamp one for whom revel is arranged (9) 

7) Closed to a surgeon? (7) 

8) Some choral work is spoken (4) 

12) Bring in more troops to add strength (9) 

14) Ornate female painter with drug inside (7) 

15) Maintain prisoner is with nurse (7) 

17) Hear when it is strangely silent (6) 

19) Every teacher has it (4) 

21) Depressing British disclosure (5) 

24) Trouble we are told with drink (3) 

Sudoku 

1   2     3 4   5   6   7 

        8                 

9           10             

                          

11   12   13                 

                          

14       15     16           

            17             

18               19   20   21 

                          

22               23   24     

                          

25                 26       
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